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tendency, or the opposite, according as it is used or is abused.   On the one hand, it may rebuke and humble us, and so lead us to avoid past mistakes and pursue a wiser course for the future.    On the other hand, it may ferment and sour into vinegar, and become Chagrin.    Disappointed lovers, authors, artists, politicians, and speculators are apt to fall into this humor.    If they are young they may be able to pass through this chill, and yet recover their hope and activity.    But when the grand climacteric of life has been reached, and the animal spirits have been drunk up by repeated disappointments, the man may be tempted to give up all effort, and abandon himself to a satisfied or dissatisfied helplessness, accompanied with a bitterness against individuals, or the world at large, going out probably in spiteful remarks.    We must all have met with disappointed men or disappointed maidens yielding to this feeling; still retaining a genuine benevolence in the depths of their hearts, but- maintaining an attitude of suspicion even of proffered kindness, and shrinking from every proposal to fight the battle of life anew, after having failed.    Of all people, I have found these to be the most difficult to gain; no sunshine will thaw the eternal snows upon these high and unapproachable mountain-tops.
The contemplation of the past may communicate pleasures. How delightful, with a brother, or sister, or old acquaintance, to revive and, as it were, live over again the scenes of our childhood and youth; in imagination to revisit old spots, and to converse with old acquaintances, it may be about old friends, now gone from this world. The eye gives a color to distant objects, makes mountains blue which are not blue in themselves, and clouds purple and gold which, if we were in them, would be felt as dull and dripping mist; so the imagination, especially when